
A CHRIST-CENTRED CO-JOURNEY TOWARDS HEALING: 
Ottawa-Cornwall’s Fundraising Campaign in Support of Reconciliation 

 
 

THE INDIGENOUS RECONCILIATION FUND 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 
1. What is the Indigenous Reconciliation Fund? 

2. Why have the Bishops set up this Fund? Wasn’t there a financial agreement already 
finalized between the government, religious entities and those who attended 
residential schools?  

3. What is A Christ-Centred Co- Journey Towards Healing? 

4. Doesn’t the Church have enough money to fulfill this commitment?  

5. Aren’t Residential Schools a thing of the past? Why are you asking Catholics today to 
donate? 

6. Will the money that is raised by the people of the Archdiocese stay in the 
Archdiocese? 

7. What sort of projects and initiatives will be funded? 

8. Will any of the funds raised be used for promotional, administrative or other costs 
associated with the campaign? 

9. Will any of the funds raised be used to pay for the recent visit to Canada by Pope 
Francis? 

10. Who actually determines/authorizes the projects to be funded? 

11. Who makes up the local Reconciliation Committee? 

12. Who will be managing the Indigenous Reconciliation Fund? 

13. How many Indigenous people live in the Archdiocese? 

14. How can I donate to A Christ-Centred Co-Journey Towards Healing? 

15. Are donations tax-deductible? 
 
 
1. What is the Indigenous Reconciliation Fund? 
In the fall of 2021, the Canadian Bishops announced a $30 million national financial pledge to 
support healing and reconciliation initiatives for residential school survivors, their families and 
their communities. The purpose of the Indigenous Reconciliation Fund is to independently 
manage the receipt of funds from Dioceses as well as grant requests from Dioceses and to send 
monies directly to support approved reconciliation projects and initiatives. To accomplish this 
an arms-length, federally-incorporated not-for-profit registered charity, i.e. the Indigenous 
Reconciliation Fund, was set up. 
 
  



2. Why have the Bishops set up this Fund? Wasn’t there a financial agreement already 
finalized between the government, religious entities and those who attended 
residential schools?  
While the Government of Canada released Catholic Entities in 2015 from the Indian Residential 
Schools Settlement Agreement (IRSSA) based on a determination that all obligations had been 
met, Canada’s Bishops recognized that a “best efforts” campaign did not yield the results that 
were hoped for. For this reason, the Catholic Bishops of Canada made a $30 million national 
pledge to establish and fund the Indigenous Reconciliation Fund, ensuring the fund will: 

• Have financial measures in place to ensure transparency and good governance; 
• Be comprised of Indigenous and Catholic members; 
• Fund projects identified by Diocesan/Regional Reconciliation committees comprising of 

Indigenous and Catholic membership; 
• Ensure any administrative costs are on top of the $30 million being raised; and 
• Provide regular public updates. 

 
3. What is A Christ-Centred Co- Journey Towards Healing? 
As our share of the $30 million pledge, the Archdiocese of Ottawa-Cornwall has agreed to raise 
$1.2 million over the next two years. “A Christ-Centred Co-Journey Towards Healing: The 
Fundraising Campaign in Support of Reconciliation” is what we are calling our initiative to raise 
funds and to better the relationship between the Archdiocese and Indigenous people living in 
the Archdiocese. 
 
This funding process will be open and transparent. The Catholic community will receive regular 
reports on projects that are being funded as well as on their progress. Your financial 
contribution is one of many steps on our path to new relationships of truth, reconciliation, love 
and respect. 
 
4. Doesn’t the Church have enough money to fulfill this commitment? 
The Catholic Church in Canada consists of thousands of independent entities, each with their 
own financial circumstances. It is up to individual dioceses to determine how best to meet their 
financial commitments. Having said that, we have heard loudly from Catholics across Canada 
who wish to participate in the healing and reconciliation journey.  
 
5. Aren’t Residential Schools a thing of the past? Why are you asking Catholics today to 
donate? 
Although the last of the Residential Schools closed in 1996, their impact continues to 
reverberate throughout Canada, especially within the Indigenous Community. We cannot 
change or erase history, but we can look forward to – and help create – a better future. By 
launching a grassroots-led campaign where local dioceses and their faithful can raise funds and 
provide meaningful input on disbursement plans, we believe that we can engage Catholics in a 
new way around this critically important priority. Your participation represents a tangible 
expression of the commitment of our local Church to unite and walk together with the 
Indigenous Peoples on the long road toward healing and reconciliation. 
 
  



6. Will the money that is raised by the people of the Archdiocese stay in the Archdiocese? 
Yes. For purposes of transparency and accounting, all monies raised in the Archdiocese will be 
paid into the Indigenous Reconciliation Fund. However, 100 percent of the monies raised in the 
Archdiocese will be used to fund healing and reconciliation projects and initiatives undertaken 
by local Indigenous groups and organizations that operate in the Archdiocese.  
 
7. What sort of projects and initiatives will be funded? 
In harmony with Catholic teaching, local Indigenous groups and organizations will be able to 
apply for grants to fund projects and initiatives focused on four pillars: 

• Healing and reconciliation for communities and families. 
• Culture and language revitalization. 
• Education and community building. 
• Dialogues involving Indigenous elders, spiritual leaders and youth with a focus on 

Indigenous spirituality and culture. 
 
Specific Projects may include such things as: 

• Programs that offer training and leadership formation to Indigenous communities led by 
Kateri Native Ministry. 

• Curricula for school-aged children that involve using stories to teach language and share 
their Indigenous culture. 

• Curation of oral histories. 
• Support the organization of a powwow, a celebration of Indigenous culture in which 

people from diverse Indigenous nations gather for the purpose of dancing, singing, and 
honouring the traditions of their ancestors. 

 
8. Will any of the funds raised be used for promotional, administrative or other costs 
associated with the campaign? 
No. The funds raised through A Christ-Centred Co-Journey Towards Healing will be used 
exclusively for local Indigenous projects and initiatives.  
 
9. Will any of the funds raised be used to pay for the recent visit to Canada by Pope Francis? 
No. The funds raised through A Christ-Centred Co-Journey Towards Healing will be used 
exclusively for local Indigenous projects and initiatives. There is a separate fundraising initiative 
to pay for the papal visit. You can donate to that fund by clicking here. 
 
10. Who actually determines/authorizes the projects to be funded? 
Both the local Reconciliation Committee and the Directors of the Indigenous Reconciliation 
Fund play a role in determining and authorizing projects. The Archdiocese’s reconciliation 
committee discerns and recommends projects that fulfill the requirements as set out by the 
Indigenous Reconciliation Fund Grant Application criteria. The Fund Directors confirm and 
decide that recommended projects fulfill the requirements and can be approved. 
 
11. Who makes up the local Reconciliation Committee? 
We are in the process of putting this local committee together. It will include both Indigenous 
and Non-Indigenous members. 
 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/archdiocese-of-ottawa/campaign/popes-visit-to-canada-july-2022/


12. Who will be managing the Indigenous Reconciliation Fund? 
The Indigenous Reconciliation Fund will be managed with financial measures in place to ensure 
transparency and good governance. Board directors and members of the corporation will 
collectively bring a strong financial acumen and deep commitment to the healing and 
reconciliation journey. The three initial directors of the Board include: 

• Chief Wilton Littlechild, Ph.D, a Cree chief, residential school survivor, and lawyer who 
served as a Commissioner for the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada. Chief 
Littlechild has been a Member of Parliament, Vice-President of the Indigenous 
Parliament of the Americas, North American Representative to the UN Permanent 
Forum on Indigenous Issues, and a Chairperson for the UN Expert Mechanism on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the Commission on First Nations and Métis Peoples 
and Justice Reform. 

• Giselle Marion, who holds a law degree from the University of British Columbia and was 
called to the Bar in the Northwest Territories in 2008. During her articles Ms. Marion 
worked for the Department of Justice. She is a Tłıc̨hǫ Citizen and was born and raised in 
Behchokǫ̀, NT. She is the Director of Client Services with the Tłıc̨hǫ Government out of 
the Behchokǫ̀ office. 

• Rosella Kinoshameg, an Odawa/Ojibway woman from the Wikwemikong Unceded First 
Nation Territory. She is a Registered Nurse with over 50 years of nursing experience, 
mostly working with First Nations communities doing community health, maternal child 
health, immunizations, home and community Care. She was one of the original 
members of the CCCB’s Indigenous Council and continues to serve as a member of the 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Circle. 

The members of the corporation include: 

• Natale Gallo, a former Supreme Director of the Knights of Columbus, where he 
represented Canada on the International Board of Directors. 

• Claude Bédard, National President of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul in Canada. 

• Barbara Dowding, former National President of the Catholic Women’s League of 
Canada. 

 
13. How many Indigenous people live in the Archdiocese? 
According to the 2016 Canadian census, there are nearly 40,000 Indigenous people living in 
Ottawa. Approximately 49% are First Nations, 47% are Métis and 4% are Inuit. In addition, there 
are roughly 1,500 Indigenous people living on the Cornwall Island portion of the Akwesasne 
Reserve, which is located across from Cornwall. 
 
14. How can I donate to A Christ-Centred Co-Journey Towards Healing? 
You can donate immediately by going to CanadaHelps.org. You can also donate to the special 
collection that takes place in all of our parishes on November 5/6. 
 
  

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/archdiocese-of-ottawa/campaign/


15. Are donations tax-deductible? 
All donations are eligible for charitable receipts which will be given through your parish. 
Accordingly, cheques can be made out to your parish, listing Indigenous Reconciliation Fund in 
the memo field. 
 


